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which, so they claimed, represented a strong
public opinion, and James, wishing to know
how the land lay, gratified them by ordering
the Hampton Court Conference to be held in
1604. It was a false step, for it was a public
recognition of the party he meant to suppress.
Elizabeth would never have put the Puritan
leaders into open equality with her bishops ;
it was an advertisement for them of the
utmost value. From the Conference itself
they derived cold comfort. All their wishes,
ranging from the desire to be relieved from
the vestments up to the demand for the
power of excommunication for presbyters
and the rest of the full. Scottish system,
were rejected, not too courteously. Nor
were they more successful in saddling the
Church with the stern doctrine of predestina-
tion which Whitgift had formulated in vain
in the Lambeth Articles of 1595. It was true
that Jam.es accepted this, the approved
Protestant orthodoxy of the day, and in 1610
wjjs to send English divines to sit among the
delegates of the foreign Calvinist churches
at the Synod of Doit, where the opposite
doctrine was condemned; but happily it
has never been the express doctrine of the
English Church, though it has been widely
held within it till the nineteenth century.